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 Black Hills Lutheran School 

BLACK HILLS LUTHERAN SCHOOL: 
Eight Years of Impacting Lives for Christ 

 
Although its history wasn’t a long one, the impact of Black Hills Lutheran School will be felt for years to 
come.  The grade 6-12 school, which had been open since 2012, closed at the end of this school 
year.  Its closing was marked by a worship service on Friday, May 24, 2019 at Our Redeemer    Lutheran 
Church, Rapid City, the site of the school.  The churches belonging to the BHLS Association were:  Zion-
Rapid City, Peace-Rapid City, Our Redeemer-Rapid City,   Bethlehem-Rapid City, Divine Shepherd-Black 
Hawk, and St. Paul-Spearfish.   
 
“Rejoice in the Lord always!” (Philippians 4:4) were words shared by Reverend Darren Olson in his     
sermon, as he reminded those gathered  at the Closing Service about what the Lord has accomplished at 
BHLS.  See the attached for more information about the history and impact of Black Hills Lutheran 
School.   

Front row; Picture on the right— staff of 
BHLS:  Mechelle Powers, Lacey Hoogland 
(administrator/teacher), Zoe Taylor, Andrew 
Wiggenhorn, Faith Hoppen, and Carol Olson 
Long (former administrator and teacher). 
Back row, closing service participants: Revs. 
Randy Sturzenbecher (District 1st VP and   
Liturgist), Scott Sailer (District President and    
Officiant), and Darren Olson (District Execu-
tive Sec. and Preacher) 

Picture on the left— 
Staff and Students of Black 

Hills Lutheran School 
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THE HISTORY AND IMPACT OF BLACK HILLS LUTHERAN SCHOOL, RAPID CITY, SD 
 
Black Hills Lutheran had its beginnings in 2002 with a committed group of Lutherans from multiple LCMS 
churches in the Black Hills area. Working together, they desired to start a Lutheran High School, but 
over time that vision changed to open a 6th-12th grade school so that students could continue their    
Lutheran education beyond the 5th grade. Over the course of nine years the committee worked diligently 
to open the school’s doors including looking at the purchase of multiple different sites, modulars at some 
of our LCMS churches and finally deciding on utilizing the south end of the building at Our Redeemer.  
 
In 2010, the Board of Directors hired Vern Hagedorn to be the organizational administrator to ensure the 
dream of opening the school happened soon. That dream was realized in 2011 with support from seven 
association congregations in the Black Hills Area. The school doors opened with Carol Olson Long as 
the teacher/administrator and five students enrolled in the 6th grade. In 2012, 7th grade was added and 
Lacey Hoogland was hired as the 6th grade teacher and administrator; Carol Long moved to teaching 
7th grade so that she was able to grow with the students she already knew so well personally and      
academically. The school had twelve total students in year two, a wonderful and exciting number.      
During this school year there was also major construction going on as two permanent bathrooms were 
added to the main floor of the facility. As the second school year ended and year three was approaching, 
the entire main floor was painted by the administration and a few student volunteers, the bathrooms 
were completed, and three classrooms would be operational for the following school year when Becky 
Haller and Casey Shaw joined the staff.  
 
As the fall of 2013 began, BHLS had 10 students. Throughout this school year and the following       
summer, additional construction in the basement was completed by volunteers from Zion Lutheran and 
Fountain Springs Community Church. The entire basement was retiled, the lunchroom sheet-rocked and 
painted, and now the school had 2 complete floors including a music room and science room to expand 
the education of our students.   
 
Faith Hoppen joined the staff in 2014 as our math, MS Bible and electives teacher. Throughout her    
tenure she has taught, art, family and consumer science, Spanish, Latin, logic and debate. In 2015, we 
were blessed with a large grant from the Mundt Foundation which allowed us to hire a dedicated science 
teacher, Kelly Singer, who also taught High School Bible and PE. The Mundt Foundation covered all  
salary expenses in 2015, ⅔ of salary expenses for Sue Eberhard the following year and ⅓ of salary    
expenses for Mechelle Powers in 2018-2019.  
 
Zoe Taylor joined our staff in 2015 and began teaching English and Literature classes, as well as Latin, 
Personal Finance, Music Appreciation, Orchestra, PE, World History, Modern US History and College 
and Career. In 2016, Black Hills Lutheran began our shift to being a Classical School. We started by  
incorporating more Socratic discussion throughout our history and literature classes with discussions 
taking root in the truth, goodness and beauty of God. We also implemented Latin and Greek Root Words 
so that students were exposed to new roots each week to help their vocabulary expansion and reading 
comprehension. This truly was a positive game-changer for our students.  
 
The fall of 2018 brought two new teachers to Black Hills Lutheran: Mechelle Powers for science and 
Drew Wiggenhorn for Bible, Grammar, Debate and Great Books. The fall of 2018 also brought the full 
implementation of Classical Education through the addition of Latin, Rhetoric, Logic and Debate. These 
classes are unique to Black Hills Lutheran as they look not just at what we do today but also how the 
great skills developed through taking these courses and integrating their approaches into all content   
areas have been passed down for centuries.   
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BHLS has been blessed through several grants from the SD LWML. They have provided over $20,000 in 
support for curriculum and technology needs for the school. We have also received over $6,000 of sup-
port through Harvest Grants from the South Dakota District which enabled us to increase our marketing. 
Some may say this did not help us much, but over the past two years we have received new students 
who know about Black Hills Lutheran because of this Harvest Grant Money and they have now received 
education with a strong Christian foundation. All of these grants have been vital to BHLS support and 
have enabled us to do much.   
 
Throughout the years, BHLS has been able to pour into the lives of 35 students including several each 
year who were unchurched. We have been a great connection to the love of Jesus for these students 
and a great extension of the Lutheran Church for our families who attended our association churches or 
other Christian churches in town.  
 
On May 20, 2018 we saw a realized dream of having our first graduate, Austin Bentz who had been with 
BHLS since the doors opened in 2011.  In 2019, our final year, we had two graduates: Ben Winckler and 
Ethan Fisk. 
 
Throughout our eight-year history, our students have had the opportunity to participate in a variety of  
extra-curricular activities even while attending a small school. Destination Imagination was our first     
extra- curricular offering and our team placed 2nd and 3rd respectively in the state tournament. Drama 
both in the fall and spring has been enjoyed by hundreds and participated in by almost every student at 
BHLS at one time or another. Others have participated in track and field at the middle school level both 
at our area Christian School Track Meet and with our public schools across the Black Hills Area.        
Students have participated in Lego League, National Honor Society, Knowledge Bowl, Band and        
Orchestra. The Student Council has hosted Spring Tea’s, Cinco de Mayo events, Family Game Nights 
and Pumpkin Carving Events, trivia nights, a Thanksgiving Feast, Christmas Parties and more. Trig Star 
was a new addition this year and we were able to place 6 out of 36.   
 
Service Events have always been an integral part of life at Black Hills Lutheran as we work to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus. We have served at the Cornerstone Thrift Store, Cornerstone Rescue Mission, 
Feeding SD, making Valentines for My Golden Valentine, Easter and May Day Baskets for Shut-Ins,  
performing at different Nursing Homes, and baking cookies for shut-ins and firefighters.   
 
For eight years, Black Hills Lutheran School has provided a Christ-centered, quality Christian education, 
empowering students to serve in the world. Through the forgiveness of Christ, Black Hills Lutheran 
School strove to develop each student’s God-given talents and abilities in preparation for service in their 
relationships to God, home, and community. We have been committed to equipping our students for 
their future vocations through Christ-centered, doctrinally sound curriculum, the appropriate use of      
today’s technology, the benefit of small, nurturing classrooms and the relentless pursuit of academic  
excellence.  


